
As the temperatures drop outside, warm up your creativity inside. 
Two Milwaukee experts offer advice on fresh floral arrangements and table 

setting ideas. There’s more to work with than you might think.
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ORANGE YOU GLAD 
IT’S CHRISTMAS 
The11-inch-tallmainarrange-
mentusesapavétechnique(see
story,left).Placefloralfoamina
silvervase,thensetpeach‘Tropi-
calAmazon’roseshead-to-head
likejewelsinatennisbracelet
aroundasilverornament.Fillthe
edgeswithivy,Fraserfirandhy-
pericum.Thesmallarrangements
representazoningtechnique.
Michaelgroupedflowersin
similarbutnon-matchinghold-
ers.Theshortsilvervaseshold

alstroemeriaand‘Candida’
floribundarosesinthe

samepeachhues.

FR ESH FLOWER ARR ANGEMENTS at this time of year offer a classy 
contrast to wintry weather. Making your own gives you a chance to play with 
colors and textures—and find a surprising array of fresh materials. Hydran-
geas, lilies, curly willow, chinagrass, hypericum berries or ever-popular roses 
are a mouse-click away on the Internet or as close as your local florist. 

For design pointers, we turned to Michael Gaffney, owner of Tulipomania 
European Flower Market and the Milwaukee School of Flower Design, to 
explain a few simple techniques, including pavé (pronounced pah-VAY) and 
zoning. Pavé is a jeweler’s term and describes a close-together, cobblestone 
effect designed to hide a metal base. Floral designers use the concept to divide 
arrangements into sections; each boasts distinct colors and textures. Zoning 
groups similar colors or types of flowers in vases.

Michael frequently works with Dana Golubeff, display designer and linen 
buyer for George Watts and Son, a 135-
year-old department store in 
Milwaukee. Her tabletop 
tips are on page xx.
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ZEN PAVÉ ROSES 
(Below)Fifteenred‘Charlotte’
rosessetclosetoeachotherin
arectangledemonstratethe
pavétechnique.Englishivyand
assortedevergreens,including
juniper,Fraserfirandcedar,sur-
roundthem.Tomakeit,finda
short,rectangularcontainer,cut
apieceofrigidfloralfoamtofit
inside,thensoakthefoamwith
water.Useadowelorpencilto
pokeholesinthefoamifthe
stemsofyourflowersaren’t
rigidenoughtodothejob.Place
oneroseheadinthecenterof
thearrangement,thenworkout
fromthereuntilyouhavearect-
angleofthreerosesacrossand

fivedown.Filltheedgeswith
evergreensandivy.

Designideas
fromapro
Evennovicescancreatefresh
arrangements,designer
MichaelGaffneysays.Here’s
howtogetstarted:
BEGINWITHACOLOR
PALETTEForChristmas,
youmaywanttraditional
variationsofredandgreen
(thinkrosesandevergreens)
orwhite,suchasliliesand
tulips.Butdon’tbeafraidof
somethingdifferent,such
aspeach-coloredrosesand
chartreusehypericumberries.
CHOOSEFROMA
LARGESELECTIONYou
canorderalmostanytype
offlowerfromafloralshop
oronlinevendors(seeour
buyingguideonpagexxxfor
sources).Lookinyourown
yardforfreshevergreensand
hollytosnipasfillergreen-
ery,Michaelsays.

PLANAFOCALPOINT
Flowerdesignisbasedon
howthehumaneyeworks,
Michaelsays.Lookforsome-
thingyoureyecanfocuson.
Anelementthatisheavier,
morepronouncedordarker
goesinthecenter.
DETERMINEYOUR
SCALEDecidetheheight
andwidthyouwantyour
arrangementtobe(low?tall?
wide?narrow?),thenfillthat
spacewithflowers.Itsounds
almosttooeasy,butthistip
helpsyouselecta
containerand
determinethe
look.

MAKEFLOWERSLAST
LONGERAcutflowerstarts
todeteriorateintwoways:
surfaceevaporationand
bacteriainthewater,Michael
says.Tocombatthefirst
problem,spraythearrange-
mentwithapreservativesuch
asClearCrowningGloryto
sealthesurface.Toprevent
bacteria,makeafreshstem
cutandletyourflowerstake
upwaterforabout12hours
beforeaddingapreservative
tothewater.(Smallgrainsin
thepreservativecanblockthe

flowerporesifyou
additfirst.)
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Tabletoptips
DanaGolubeffhasthousands
ofitemstohelpcreatethe
GeorgeWatts&Sondisplay
tabletops,butherideaswork
justaswellatyourhouse.
MIXANDLAYERDIFFER-
ENTPATTERNS“Imixalot
ofexpensivepieceswithinex-
pensiveitemsonatable,such

aslittlevasesornapkinrings,”
Danasays.“Iwilluseallthe
samestyleofwaterglasses,
butImayaddadifferentstyle
ofchampagneflute,oradda
coloredgoblet,orchargers,or
aserviceplate.“Shealsolayers
chinastylestogivehersettings
moredepth.“It’sfinetomix
silverandgold,”Danasays.“I
liketomixshapesofplatesand
bowls,suchassquareplateson
round.”Forlayering,Danaalso
likesAnnieglass,adishwasher-
safepressedglasswitheither
goldorplatinumrims.

CHOOSEACOLORTHEME
“Christmascanbehardto
changeoutbecauseofthetra-
ditionofusingredandgreen,
butyoucanvarytheshades,
suchasburgundywithlime,”
Danasays.
SWITCHGEARSFOR
AFRESHLOOKEachyear,
tryafewinexpensivewaysto
changeyourtable’slook.Use
differenttablecloths,napkins,
place-cardholdersorindividual
salt-and-peppershakersat
eachplacesetting.
ADDSOMEFUNTOUCHES
Decorateindividualplace
settingswithornamentsthat

candoubleastake-home
giftsforyourguests.

IT’S EASY 
BEING GREEN
Foranurban,single-color
look,useanontraditional
huesuchaslimegreenfor
yourtabletopdesign.
Michaelfilledaceramic
squarecontainerwithfloral
foam,thenaddedhydran-
geas,hypericum,artichokes,
limes(firstinsertfloral
picks),magnolialeaves,
seededeucalyptus,Bellsof
Ireland,pine,cedar,Fraser
fir,chinagrassand‘Casa
Blanca’lilybuds.
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TOPIARY LILIES 
(Above,left)Beginwithlong-
stemmed‘CasaBlanca’lilies.
Striptheleavesoffthestems,
tiethestemstogetherand
pushthemintofloralfoamin-
sidea7-inch-tallsilverurn.Our
designis32inchestall.Lilies
usuallylastabouttwoweeks
frombudtobloom.

FLOWERING
MARTINI
(Above,right)Removethe
metalhookholderfroman
ornamentandfillthesmall
openingwithbitsofflowers
orevergreens,suchascedar,
hypericum,seededeucalyptus
andpaperwhites.Youcan
addwater,orsimplyallowthe
flowerstowilt.Anyornament
willdo,butasimpleonein
whiteorsilverwillbeapretty
foilforanyflowersyouchoose.

ORNAMENT-AL 
(Right)Fast.Easy.Effective.
Fillamartiniglasswith1-inch
holidayballsforafestivelook.
Youcangivethemtoyour
guestsaspartyfavorsatthe
endoftheevening.

CURLY WILLOW 
(Seephoto,pagexx)Cuta
blockoffloralfoamtofilla
rectangulartray.Measurethe
threesquarevotiveholders
setsidebyside,thenhollow
outthefoamtoaccommodate
them.Inserttwigsofcurly
willowcutashighasyou’dlike
them(they’reabout2feettall
here)aroundthecandlehold-
ers.Thencoverthefoamwith
paperwhites,‘CasaBlanca’lily
buds,red‘Charlotte’roses,
Fraserfirandhypericum.■
S t y l i s t :  S u e  E l l i b e e
Forresources,seepagexxx.
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